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1. Background : 

 Marathi Vidnyan Parishad is an Non-Government Organisation established in 
the year 1966 to spread the knowledge of science.  This institute performs various 
scientific activities availability of funds.  In a year generally one or two books on general 
science are published by the institution alongwith monthly magazine of Marathi 
Vidnyan Parishad . 

 The Marathi Vidnyan Parishad  started publishing the monthly magazine in 
January, 1967.  In the beginning the magazine was of 4 pages, the number of pages were 
increased to 8 pages and further to 12 and finally to 24 pages.  Prior to July, 1987 the 
parishad used to provide the magazine free of cost to all the members of the Parishad.  
During the year 1987, the magazine consisted 40 pages and to meet the expenditure 
individual subscription fee was suggested to each member.   As a result the number of 
readers reduced considerably from 3000 to zero, but later on at the same subscription fee 
of Rs.25 annually, all the members became subscriber of the magazine within a span of 
one-two year.  It became necessary to increase the subscription price of the magazine 
from Rs.40/- to 60/- and to 80/- due to increasing expenditure of publication.  At 
present the magazine consists of 28 pages costing Rs.80/- 

 The language of the majority population of Maharashtra state is Marathi and 
since the medium of education in rural and majority of urban area is also in Marathi; so 
with a motive to keep the student in touch with the scientific progress, invention and 
scientific knowledge.  The Marathi Vidnyan Parishad  is publishing the scientific 
literature of the famous scientists in the said magazine and that too at a reasonable price. 

 This magazine usually contains topic such as health, latest scientific researches 
fictions, experiments (physical, chemical), various day-to-day details on scientific 
inventions, astronomy, environment, nature, maths, computer etc.  Similarly to increase 
the thinking power of the students difficult questions are included in the monthly 
magazine. 

2. Implementing Programme : 

 In order to increase the standard of the magazine and to propagate science 
through marathi medium, the C.S.I.R. (Council of Scientific Industrial Research)  of the 
Central Government started providing subsidy from the year 1981-82 to the parishad, 
with a motive to provide magazine free of cost to some selected secondary 
school/public libraries in Maharashtra state, but the subsidy provided by the Central 
Government was very less as a result only few secondary schools/public libraries were 



able to get the magazine free of cost.  If more magazine are provided to secondary 
schools/public libraries then it will help to spread the knowledge of science on a large 
scale and also create scientific awakening among the society.  Therefore, the parishad 
forwarded a proposal for financial aid to the State Government. 

 The Macost working committee (Maharashtra Council of Science and 
Technology)  considered the proposal and gave sanction for it in the year 1992.  The 
State Government started providing financial assistance from the year 1993-94 with a 
motive to provide free of cost magazine for three years to almost 4,000 secondary 
schools and libraries.  Till the year 1996-97 the subsidy per year was Rs.2.56 lakhs.  In the 
year 1997-98 it was increased to 4 lakhs and in the year 1998-99 it was 4.80 lakhs.  Due to 
financial aid,  the no. of readers of the magazine increased and above all the standard of 
the magazine also improved. 

 During the year 1993-94 to 1994-95 the parishad published on an average 7500 
magazine, in 1995-96 it published an average 7900 magazine, but during the year 1996-
97 and 1997-98 average 8200 copies were published each year. In 1998-99 average 8900 
copies were published.  During the year 1997-98 and 1998-99 about 5002 schools and 
6000 libraries were provided magazine at free of cost due to the subsidy given by the 
Government.  Out of the total published copies, some of magazine were distributed on 
donation basis,  488 copies to life members and 500 extra copies were printed to 
distribute among the people who are in close contact with the institute. 

3. Objectives of the evaluation study: 

 Due to the financial aid, the number of readers increased and also the standard of 
the magazine improved.  Considering the above benefits the Government extended the 
period of proposal for one year, but in 1997 while extending the period, the finance 
Department had instructed an Evaluation study of this proposal.  Therefore before the 
expiry of the proposal in May, 1999 and before renewing the extension the planning 
department had instructed the Directorate of Economic and Statistics to immediately 
undertake  the survey regarding the proper utilisation of subsidy in publication of the 
magazine.  For the survey following objectives were fixed : 

a) To review the expenditure incurred by the parishad on printing and 
distribution of the magazine and the income arising from it. 

b) To study the utility of magazine published by Marathi Vidnyan Parishad. 

c) To see whether the particular magazine is received by the secondary 
school/public libraries on time or not. 

d) To see whether the teachers, student/members read the magazine received 
by the secondary schools/public libraries. 



e) To see if the teachers utilies the magazine in teaching the students. 

f) Whether the magazine is given to students/members for reading. 

g) The proportion of school students/library members reading the magazine. 

h) The utility of the magazine regarding general knowledge and competitive 
exams. 

i) To know whether the schools, libraries students, members will be willing to 
purchase the magazine if the Government stops the subsidy for the 
magazine. 

j) Since the magazine is published in Marathi, is it easy for readers to 
understand the science subject easily? to take a review of this. 

k) To see whether any attempts are made by schools and libraries to discuss the 
various inventions mentioned in the magazine with the students. 

l) To suggest permanent alternative, if the Marathi Vidnyan Parishad decide to 
print and distribute the magazine at their own cost. 

4. Sample Selection : 

 A list of secondary school and public libraries who had received free of cost 
magazine during the year 1997-98 and 1998-99 was made available.  From every district 
(Excluding Brihanmumbai and Suburban district) 12 secondary schools and 3 public 
libraries were selected by random sampling method.  Similarly, from every selected 
secondary school/public library which regularly receive the magazine, 10 students/10 
members from such institute were selected by random method. 

5. Period of Field Work : 

 The field work for this survey was completed from 21st January to 20th February, 
1999. 

6. Findings : 

1. Considering the great importance of science and with a motive of spreading the 
knowledge of science through marathi medium (Marathi being the main/common 
language of the people of Maharashtra) “Marathi Vidnyan Parishad” is publishing the 
said magazine with great difficulties since January, 1967. 

2. Though Central Government, Maharashtra State Government, Sahitya Sanskriti 
Mandal are providing subsidy for the publication of the above magazine, the Parishad  
has to bear the losses in publishing the magazine. 

3. Since the expenditure incurred on printing and distribution of magazine is more 
than the income received, attempts are made to recover the losses from the other 



income, donations and advertisement.  Every month on an average Rs.13,647 received 
from other income are diverted towards the publication of the magazine.  In order to 
achieve the objective of creating awareness among the society regarding science,  the 
Parishad is bent continuing the scheme. 

4. On enquiry with the Marathi Vidnyan Parishad that if instead of subsidy is 
provided by the Government for printing and distribution of the magazine, if a printing 
machinery is provided by the Government whether they will be willing to print the 
magazine on the printing machine.  The parishad informed negatively because other 
than regular monthly magazine and printing work, the parishad has no other works 
which will last for a year. Also the parishad does not have sufficient funds to provide 
salary and allowance to machine operator, hence the parishad is of the opinion of 
printing the magazine privately. 

5. 384 schools and 87 libraries were selected for the survey.  Out of the total 384 
schools 36 schools (10%) and out of 87 libraries 12 libraries (14%) did not received the 
magazine.  Out of the total schools receiving the magazine 8 schools  of English, Hindi 
and Urdu medium did not read the magazine. 

6. It was observed that libraries in Konkan and Nasik region and schools in 
Aurangabad region did not receive the monthly magazine regularly. 

7. The proportion of schools and libraries receiving the magazine in the very first 
week of that month was 80 per cent and 78 per cent respectively. 

8. According to 91% Principals of the schools the magazine has helped to increase 
the scientific knowledge of the teachers and since the magazine is published in marathi 
it has become very easy to understand science subject.  Similarly, according to 85 per 
cent of heads of the library the magazine is very useful in understanding science subject. 

9. Even if the Government stoppes the subsidy of the magazine, 91 per cent schools 
and 93 per cent heads of the libraries are willing to purchase the magazine at their own 
cost. 

10. Out of the total schools selected for the survey, it was observed that students of 8 
schools of English/Urdu/Hindi medium and students from Latur district (schools) were 
not interested in reading the magazine. 

11. It was observed that, members of libraries come to read stories, books, novels, 
newspapers and other magazines, majority of members did not have knowledge about 
the said magazine. 

12. The teacher reads the magazine (since only one magazine is received) in front of 
the students in the classroom.  Similarly both the teachers and student discuss on 
important topics. 



13. The magazine is very useful the teachers lay stress on main topic of the magazine 
while preparing the students for competitive examination. 

14. The suggestion made by the students, such as, the language of the magazine 
must be easy and placid, the notes should be based on the studies and it should contain 
many quiz, contest based on science are worth accepting. 

15. The percentage of library members reading the magazine is very less.  Those 
interested in science are the main readers of the magazine.  Since the magazine is very 
useful.  81 per cent members are willing to purchase the magazine on their own. 

16. Since only one magazine is provided to every school, individual reading by the 
students is not possible. 

17. As the magazines are provided to secondary school, the students and teachers 
benefit from the information given in it.  As a result the future citizen (today's student) 
may become very alert.  Taking into consideration the grasping power of the student, it 
is advisable to motivate them towards science and to increase their scientific knowledge.  
In future this knowledge will be beneficial towards society, state and the country. 



7. Recommendations 

1. The Marathi Vidnyan Parishad should take care of distributing the magazine to 
marathi medium secondary schools only. 

2. After distributing the magazine the parishad should visit the schools selected by 
Random Sampling method, so as to know whether the magazine is actually 
received by the schools. 

3. Majority of the readers of the public libraries are highly qualified and elderly 
people so the utility of the science magazine is marginal, hence instead of 
providing the magazine to library free of cost, it should distributed to the 
secondary schools for better utility. 

4. The Government may sanction additional subsidy so that majority of the schools 
in rural areas are provided the magazine. 

5. The parishad should try its level best to get more advertisements in the 
magazine. 

6. The schools receiving the magazine free of cost, may allot one hour in a month 
for reading the magazine to the student . 

7. Interesting information regarding science may be published in the magazine. 

8. In order to reduce the losses, the parishad may curb the administrative 
expenditure, distribute less number of free and reserved copies.  Also considering 
the increasing inflation the parishad may increase the price of the magazine to 
reduce the losses.  

9. Parishad have to bear additional loss in distributing magazine free of cost to 
secondary schools and libraries.  Circulation of the magazine will not be possible 
if the subsidy is stopped by the Government.  Hence it is very necessary to give 
the subsidy. 

10. In order to have proper publicity of the magazine, the Government may provide 
fund for free distribution of the magazine to all primary and secondary school 
(marathi medium) of the state. 
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