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Prefa_(ie_ :

ThlS report is based on the information collected in the adhoc survey on “Study of

reasons for fal!ow of agrzcultural fand in the State” durmg June to July, 2002 The main - -

- 'alm of the survey was to gather mformatlon regardmg how rnany household in the State

.'-.'-'iare havmg fallow land and for what reasonis thelr lands are fallow In thlS report

| 1nformat1on about fallow land, expectatlons from the Govemment for development of

_ fallow land etc is plCSCl‘Ith

‘Mumbai: o S (DRBhosaIe)
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Summary of report based on the adhoc survey (June to July,2002) “Study of
reasons for 1allow of agricultural land in the State”

L1 Introduction: The main source of
living of people’ in Maharashtra -is

agriculture. Howevet, due to scanty rainfall, -

lack of irrigation or some other reasons,
most of the fertile land remains to be tallow
According to recent agriculture census,
about 15 per cent land of the total
geographical area of the Stite was found to

be fallow. According to agriculture census, -

fallow land ~ has been classified into
cuitivable fallow land, current fallow and
~other fallow land. Most of the time

information about total area under fallow.

land is given in land use statistics. However,
information about causes of these lands to
- be remained fallow -and how many
households were having such fallow land is
‘not available readily. The main aim of the
survey was to gather information regarding
 how many households in the State were
having fallow land and for what reasons
their lands lemamed fallow.

1.2 Scope of the survey The survey
was conducted in the rural areas of the State
during June to July, 2002.

13 Sampling method: For the survey,

- multistage stratified sampling procedure was

adopted.  Considering the proportion of
fallow land to total land available in each
taluka, all talukas in ‘each district were
arranged in descending order. Qut of these
talukas in each district, three talukas with
highest proportion of fallow land were
purposely selected. Among the selected
taluka, two villages with highest proportion
of fallow land were selected. For selection
of talukas, fallow land was taken from the
publication ‘District statistical .abstract for
the year 1996-97°. -For selection of villages
within talukas, information about current

fallow given in ‘Taluka Form No.20° or

.each : selected

‘ _Scheduled Tribe (S.T.),
~ Scheduled Caste (S.C.) and 76.7 per cent of
~ other social group. About 12.9 per cent

. '

published in season and crop report. From
_village,” 10 : households
possessing fallow land were selected
purposely. Total households in the villages
were classified into two strata. ' One is with
possessing 2 or less than 2 hectare fallow
land and other with possessing more than 2

“hectare fallow land. From the first stratum 8

households and from other -stratum' 2
households were generaliy ' selected. " If
households were not sufficient for selection
within the stratum then the households

- belonging to other stratum were selected.

In villages with population more than 1200,
hamlet groups were formed and of which 3
hamlet groups were selected purposely.

- Data were collected from 1,815 households

belonging to 198 villages of 33 districts.
Main findings of the sufv'eyf

1.4.1- Among surveyed households having
fallow land, about 15 per cent were of

households were living -in katcha type
houses, whereas about - 47 per cent

~~households were  living in . pucca type
' houses

_1.4.2 The average monthly per capita
- expenditure (M.P.C.E.) of these households
was Rs.430.
‘households, maximum (i.e. 13.3 per: cent)

~Of the total surveyed

households were belonging to MPCE class

. Rs.470- Rs.525. This MPCE was highest in

the Konkan region and lowest in the Pune
region. The average per capita income of
the households was Rs.565. The highest per
caplta income i.e. Rs.761 was in the Pune

region. .

9 per cent of



: 1 43 Itis observed that about two—thrrd of
~ the total sample houseliolds were owning .
~ more than 2 hectare land.. T_he proportion of -
~households with more than 2 hectare owned

land was highest in the Amravati region.
Average owned land was 4.29 hectare. This
- average owned land | was found to be hlghest
ie 6.4 hectare in' the Amravati region.

o - Similarly, about two-third of the total

sample households were . possessing more
than 2 hectare land. . The average land

possessed by the household was 4.24.

hectare. This was hrghest (i.e. 6. 29 hectare)
: m the Amravati region.

-_1.4.4 Of the total sample households,

: ‘about 37 per cent households were having 1
" to 2 hectare fallow land, whereas 33 per cent
households were havmg 0.41 to 1,00 hectare

fallow land. The average fallow land was
1.4 hectare. Average fallow land was found

to be maximum in the Konkan region. Of

the total sample households belonging to ST

- category, 36 per cent households were

© having 0.41 to 1 hectare fallow land.
* Average fallow land for ST households was
1.07 hectare :

- 145 of the households with 041 to I
hectare land owned, maximum were having
fallow land. Of the households with 2.01 to

4 hectare land owned, maximum were

" 43

~ having more than half of the owned land as : .

3 h fallow land.

o 1.4.6 More than half of the total
households had kept land fallow from more

2 © than 10 years period. About 30 per cent

households had kept land fallow for about 1
to5 years :

_1.4.7 Information was
It was seen that the maximum

 (about 48 per cent) households had reported
infertile/sandy land as the main reason for

o ‘keeping land as a fallow land. About 46 per

- cent households had reported land kept due

collected from .
~ households about reasons for keeping land
. fallow.

| to adequate water " supply. |
households had reported that the land was
‘kept fallow  due lo

1411 In the s_u'rvey,'

36 .per cent

- ‘poor economic
condition’. ~ The main reason for keeping
land fallow was found to be inadequate
water supply in Konkan, Pune and Nagpur

~ regions, whereas in- Amravatl Aurangabad

and Nashik regions. . The main reason of

keeping land fallow was ‘infertile/sandy
land’. -

1.4.8 Most of the households reporting
non availability of labour for farming,
employment and (o maintain fertility of
land, as main three reasons for keeping
fallow land were having fallow land from I
to 5 years.

1.49 About 45 per cent households
reported that they were not getting any
production from these fallow lands. About

‘41 per cent households reported of gettmg

fodder from these fallow lands

1.4.10 Of the total sample households, 33
per cent households reported of having
irrigation facility within the vicinity of their
fallow land. Of the households with fallow

- land, 83 per cent reported of possibility of

development of fallow land 60 per cent
households reported of developing fallow
fand through providing irrigation facility.
Another main reason of developing fallow
land as ‘levelling of land’ was reported by

20 per cent households.

information was
collected about expectations from the State
Government in order to avoid large land asa
fallow land. 47 per cent households

- reported to provide irrigation facility. About

35 per cent households reported to provide
facility for levelling land. - The main
expectations from the Government in order
to avoid any land remained to be fallow are
‘levelling land, providing 1rr|gatzon famhty,
supp]y of seeds’. :



14, 12 About 39 per
fallow land during last ten years perlod

Among these' households,” 81 per cent

households had produced cereals and 53 per

cent households had produced pulses in' their
fallow . ,la_r_lgl - Most of the household.s
reported about possibili_ty of producing

jowar, tur, cotton, wheat and bajri.

cent households-_ 5
repo1ted of .taking productlon from their -

44

1.4.13. Informatlon was also collected about

.. supply of electr1c1ty to the households. Of

the total surveyed households, about 74 per
cent households were using electricity for

- domestic purpose. About one-fourth of the

survayed households using’ electricity were
not ‘having meter connection,  Though
according ‘to census 2001 every village ‘is
being connected with electricity supply.
However, the percentage ‘of - households’
usmg legal connectlon was only 56





